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Education
2011-2015 2015-2021
University of California, Irvine University of California, Los Angeles
B.S. Cognitive Science, Summa Cum Laude Ph.D. in Psychology
B.A. Spanish Literature & Culture, Cum Laude Behavioral Neuroscience, major

Advisor: Dr. Hugh T. Blair (no relation)

Dissertation title: Calcium Imaging of Cortical and Hippocampal Neurons During Learning and Decision Making

Research Summary

My research interests primarily focus on the neural basis of behaviors (navigation, learning, and decision-making)
using population imaging, primarily in the hippocampus and prefrontal cortex of rats (see Blair et al. 2023, Hart et al. 2020,
and Schuette et al. 2020). Pursuit of this research has also led to co-authored papers on the development of novel calcium
imaging devices (Guo et al. 2023) and computational approaches to real-time closed-loop calcium imaging (Chen et al.
2023a, 2023b, 2020). Current postdoctoral research with Dr. André Fenton (NYU) aims to understand hippocampal-
prefrontal interactions during cognitive control and disease models of schizophrenia.
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Honors, Fellowships, Awards

NIMH F32 National Research Service Award #1F32MH135680-01 (in progress)
Invited speaker: Knierim lab, Johns Hopkins University

UCLA Graduate Research Summer Mentorship award

UCLA Graduate Division fellowship

UCLA Brain Research Institute Graduate Student Travel Award

UCLA-PKU Joint Research Institute Award (7th cohort, link)

UCLA Alumni Fellowship

UC Irvine Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program fellowship

UC Irvine Dean’s Honor List

UC Irvine Campuswide Honors Program

Memberships and Outreach

New York Academy of Sciences member
SfN New York Chapter “BraiNY” - mentor
UCLA Brain Awareness Week

Society for Neuroscience member

Vision Science Society member

Conference Presentations

Curriculum Vitae

11/2023 - 11/2026

11/2018

Summer 2017
09/2016 — 06/2017
2016

Summer 2016
2015

2015

2011 - 2015

2011 - 2015

2022 — present

2023

2018 - 2021
2016 — present
2015

Society for Neuroscience international conferences - 2016, 2018, 2022, 2023, San Diego or D.C.
UCI International Conference on Learning and Memory - 2018, Huntington Beach, CA
Vision Science Society conference - 2015, St. Pete’s Beach, FL

Advanced Training courses

e NYU Science Communication workshop w/ NY Times editor Virginia Hughes
e Simon’s Institute, CCN - Calcium Imaging Analysis workshop
e Neuroscience School of Advanced Study - Learning and Memory course
e Miniscope CNMF-E analysis workshop
Mentorship Name Mentored activity

Hannah Smith NYU - undergraduate thesis research, 2022-2023
Adrianne Cheung  NYU - summer undergraduate research program, 2023
Umais Khan  UCLA - undergraduate researcher, 2019
Shiyun Wang  UCLA - undergraduate thesis research, 2019-2020

Shushanna Samvelian  UCLA - undergraduate researcher, 2017-2020

Additional

Fluent in Spanish

Programming Languages: MATLAB (10+ years), Python (4 years), HTML (2 years)

New York, NY — 11/2023
New York, NY — 06/2022
Venice, Italy — 09/2019
UCLA, CA —04/2018

Current location

Accepted to grad school
Wellesley College, MA
PhD candidate, Mt. Sinai
PhD candidate, UCLA
Medical student, SLU

TA’d 6 undergraduate courses during graduate school (primarily neuroscience labs) with very high review
feedback. 301 students taught, 8.4+0.98 (n=184 reviews, mean and standard deviation) on 0-9 scale. 115/184

students rated 9/9. I've made all teaching reviews available here on my website.
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